THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
BROADWAY, BETWEEN 155TH 
AND 156TH STREETS | 


NEW YORK October 8, 1924 


mt; le Baron G, de Bethune, Tresorier, 
449, Chaussee de Haecht, 

s Bruxliss, Belgium, 

uA a Asad Sir, 
s Bes I received yur letter of Sept: uber 23rd, telling me that the 


* 


“axhibite of the medallic artists of Belgium were being forwarded by the firm 
+ Spinhayer ot Co. and we had already received from M. Teumnour a list 


“ of 0 medals. ‘the medals have not yet been received. We have also received 


yan > 


a bil from J. Spinhayer et Co. for transportation, etc. in the amount of 
ae which is about $245.00 in American money. This is quite un- 
i in view of the torms of our invitation, and I have thought it best 
y to call your attention to the facts of the matter and ask if I may not 
en r from you your side of the question before my Comittee considers what 
sapien 1 Ht should make to the ofticors of the Soviety as to the position 


r take. I trust that in this friendly spirit the matter may 


a a invitation of she houlety each ertiot was invited 
BY oi. 


S examples of his uodalite work, (March 15, 1924). Under date 
to our roqtest for word as to the approximate nunber 
and the approximate mber of medal that would be 
bout 20 artinte woyld ond oxhibite muboring 


eee ae Loe ae 


"te noticed that thie night moan that the © alate onc 


would be greatly exceeded. On the other hand, we figured that probably the 
artists were planning to send 2 exemplaires of each medal, consistently with 

our statement that 2 cliches would be counted as 1 medal. On this understanding 
it would mean that while the Belgian artists were exceeding the number we invit- 
ed them to send, yet it was only by 2, in some cases 3, medals; for 20(2x7)=280, 
The keen interest in the Exhibition indicated by this was very gratifying to us, 
and accordingly I wrote to M. Tourneur that we were delighted the medallic art 


of Belgium would be so fully and splendidly represented. 


But now we find, from the lists, that 19 artists have sent. 963 ouiattes: 
This is more than two and a half times as many as M, Tourneur gave as the approx- 
imate number and 29 we agreed to accept. It makes an average of medals per artist 
of 45; or counting them as cliches, an average of 22 per artist instead of 7 or Sy 
according to the original ined haGione But we agreed to about 7 as an average, or 
as a maximum, We expected ‘to receive we medals from 20 artists and were ready 


vtLe 


to pay the transportation on them. 


Further, wo find that some artists have sont here~sent from 3 to 5 
exemplaires of the same medal. It would seem that possibly they may have mis- 
uiderstood the statement in our invitation that during the Exhibition every effort 
would be made to aid visitors who might wish to order copies of the medals, But 
other artists evidently misunderstood nothing at all and sent only the @ to 5 
medals or exemplaires. ‘The Society cannot se@l]1 the medals; we are forbidden by 
our charter to do so, ‘The Society can buy medals for itself of course, ion beyond 
that, in case any individual wished to purchase a medal all we could do and what 


ov *s 


we proposed to do was to give him the srtist'e ane ani addons and tel hin the 


°er0 


price of the medal, It is my personal hope that sometime we may Find a may to fg ee 
Tenn © Sania. 298 mallee weit tates, = aie Ca a ; 
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selves, nor do I think it can be accomplished yet awhile for somo time, It 


is only a personal hope. 


This is not all of the unfortunate situation, however, As a result 
of the way the medals have been sitio not following my request in my letter to 
M. Soarripiat of June 28th and contrary to our circular letter on the subject of 
August 22nd, not even the Society can purchase any of the medals. Coming in 
one large case, instead of in small packages of a value of less that $100.00, we 
are required to give a special tegporary bond for its admittance to the United 
States, and all of the medals will have to be returned at the close of the Exhib- 
ition to Belgium. We cannot keep any of them out and return the rest. We should 
have to return all and ask you to send over separately, a second time, those we 
vant to buy, just as if it were a separate, independent transaction; as indeed it 


would bo. 


‘Pinally, we eannot exhibit all theus ietele,. -Seen deducting the 130 
superfluous exemplaires, we cannot give so disproportionate on sah of space to 
ene country. Thore are between 15 and 18 countries sending exhibits and you will 

readily see that our space is limited, We want to give some recognition to as many 
artists as we can, and suggested 5 medals (10 mliches). We can exceed this to some 
_ Stent, ant wo agreed to aldow the Doigion artiste to send nore than the, - 7 or 


A 
" . 
a re ‘ 
‘ial ‘/ — - 7 ee a ee ee a a 2! 


This te the unfortumsite aviemken a0 wa seo At, I have thought it 
te be tho best, the only thing to de to mite te you frankly and specifically 
about it, and ask you to write to ne in tim, tolling we any facts which ve aay 


< fh 


not know and telling ne frankly your judgment and feeling in the promises, 0 
tint ne my consider the matter fram your point of view as well ae from our om. 


